THE HOLY GHOST PARISH

Serving the Churches of Holy Ghost and St. Bede

A PUBLICATION OF THE CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF PORTSMOUTH REGISTERED CHARITY No. 1199568

St. Bede
Popley Way
Fo'e {Y) Basingstoke

S o RG24 9DX

‘ 01256 465214

Parish Priest:
Rev. Fr. John Lee
Parish Priest of Holy Ghost Parish;
Coordinating Pastor for Basingstoke
Pastoral Area and Dean of Blessed John
Body Deanery
jlee@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Assistant Priest & Hospital Chaplain:
Rev. Fr. Paul Nwune

Permanent Deacon:
Rev. Tony Darroch
adarroch@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk

Parish Administrator:

Sue Riley

Mon, Wed, Thur & Fri 9 am to 2 pm
office@stbedesbasingstoke.org.uk

Treasurer:
Faye Lyons
accounts@stbedesbasingstoke.org.uk

Website:
www.stbedesbasingstoke.org.uk

Baptism:
Sacraments — St Bede's, Basingstoke

Facebook:
facebook.com/stbedesbasingstoke

Safeguarding:

Safeguarding Officer: Maria Mahdavi
Parish Office: 01256 465214

Diocesan Office: 023 92816396
safeguarding@stbedesbasingstoke.org.uk

St Vincent De Paul Society (SVP):
For confidential help call 07434 773219

Holy Ghost Church Address:
Sherborne Road, Basingstoke, RG21 5TD

PASTORAL AREA CLERGY
St. Joseph, Basingstoke 01256 323595
Rev. Paul Leonard

Sacred Heart, Hook 01256 577007
Rev. John Chadwick
St. Michael, Tadley 0118 981 4572

Rev. Stephen Vooght

Sunday 2nd August 2026

EIGHTEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Year A, Psalter Week Il
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament before weekday Masses

Sun 2nd Aug 9.00 am SB  Mass: People of the Parish

11.00am SB  Mass: Richard Luker RIP

2.30 pm SB  Syro Malabar Mass

6.00 pm SB  Mass: Felicjan, Genowefa Sawko RIP
Mon 3rd 12 noon SB  Mass: Yve Treadgold RIP
Tues 4th St John Vianney, Priest, memorial

9.30am SB Mass: Austin Grey RIP
Wed 5th 9.30 am SB Mass: Private Intention

11.00am SB  Funeral Mass William (Jeff) Farrell RIP
Thur 6th THE TRANSFIGURATION OF THE LORD, feast

9.30am SB  Mass: Int. Austin Pascal Fernandes
Fri 7th St Sixtus Il & Companions, optional memorial

9.30 am SB Mass: Reg Smart RIP
Sat 8th St Dominic, Founder, memorial

10.00am SB  Memorial Service for Corazon Baja RIP
There will be no Adoration or 9.30am Mass today

NINETEENTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Year A, Psalter Week Il

Sun 9th Aug 9.00 am SB  Mass: People of the Parish
11.00am SB  Mass: John Togher RIP
6.00 pm SB  Mass: Int. Jozef Truszkowski
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THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK

If, in the Gospels, we see Jesus healing a variety of diseases, we also see Him
feeding the crowds and enjoying meals with a very mixed group of people:
those who are powerful and poor, highly respected and cast out. The
sharing of food and feasting runs through the Old Testament. As the people
of Israel wander through the desert, their constant complaint is the lack of
food, and when they are fed with manna they are soon complaining how
boring it is. The preparing of food for others is important and seen as a way
in which God appears to His people. We think of Abraham preparing a meal
for his heavenly visitors, or Elijah asking the widow to prepare a little food
for him out of the remains of flour and oil, all she has left in the time of
famine. The Exodus of the people of Israel from Egypt begins with the meal
of lamb and unleavened bread, and Jews still today celebrate their flight into
freedom with the same meal. In the synoptic Gospels. the Last Supper Jesus
shares with His disciples is the Passover meal, but He gives it a new
significance as He blesses the bread and wine and asks them to do the same
in memory, not of this meal, but of the sacrifice He is about to suffer on our
behalf. The Eucharist we now celebrate is the act in which we recognise
Jesus as the one who brings us freedom.

Taken from The Living Word, Redemptorist Publications
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WELCOME
We extend a warm welcome to all visitors who join us for
Mass and all who join us for our liturgies online.

COURTYARD SAFETY

The fountain in the courtyard has been drained of water
while it undergoes some maintenance work. Please do not
let your children climb into the fountain, or run around the
outer ledge. We do not want any child to have an accident.

SUPPORTING THE PEOPLE OF VENEZUELA

Following the terrible twin earthquakes in Venezuela on
24th June, CAFOD has joined forces with the DEC Venezuela
Earthquake Appeal to raise vital funds for the communities
affected. CAFOD is a long-standing member of the DEC and
the collaboration across 15 of the UK’s main humanitarian
agencies is an important initiative. To donate online click the
link: DEC Venezuela Earthquake Appeal

BAPTISM PREPARATION PROGRAMME

The next Baptism preparation programme, which @
consists of two sessions, will be held on Sunday

11th and Sunday 18th October at 1pm in St Bede’s

Church Hall. These sessions are for parents of children under
the age of 7. To enrol please send an email to:
baptism@stbedesbasingstoke.org.uk. If your child is aged 7
years or above, please contact the Parish Office for more
information about classes to attend.

BISHOP CHALLONER CATHOLIC SECONDARY SCHOOL'’S
50TH ANNIVERSARY PODCAST

To celebrate its 50th Anniversary an ex-student, Simon
Jones and now owner of a Podcast Company — The Bonjour
Agency - has been recording a series of episodes recalling
memories of the school. There are interviews with retired
members of staff, ex-students (including students from the
first cohort), a Priest who recalls the early days of the
planning of the school and then right up to date with some
current students and staff. They are wonderful to listen to
and provide a great insight into the history of the school and
how it has become a special place for so many. They can be
heard here: iPhone The Bishop Challoner School Podcast -
Podcast - Apple Podcasts Spotify: Mike Woolf on the evolu-
tion of Bishop Challoner School - The Bishop Challoner
School Podcast | Podcast on Spotify

POPE LEO AUGUST PRAYER INTENTION

During the month of August, Pope Leo asks us to pray for
evangelisation in the city. Let us pray that in large

cities often marked by anonymity and loneliness

we find new ways to proclaim the Gospel,

discovering creative paths to build community.

FANNING THE FLAME SUMMER CAMP

The Fanning the Flame Summer Camp for 11-17 year olds

is happening once again from 17th - 21st August, in the
beautiful grounds of St Cassian's Centre, Kintbury. The
theme this year is Allegiance - "But as for me and my house,
we will serve the Lord" (Joshua 24:15). For more
information please visit the website at: Fanning The Flame
Catholic Mission

CALLING ALL CONFIRMATION CANDIDATES
Our new Confirmation programme will be
commencing in September 2026 and we
would like to invite prospective candidates
to apply. If you are in Year 10 or above and
would like to be Confirmed in 2027, please
send an email to: confirmation@stbedesbasingstoke.org.uk
to request an application form. The closing date for the
return of completed forms is Friday 4th September. Please
note you must be a Baptised Catholic, regularly attending
Mass and have received the Sacrament of Holy Communion
to participate. Once we have final numbers we will contact
everyone with the programme dates and content.

FIRST HOLY COMMUNION 2027
E= Enrolment for the Parish First Holy Communion
omimurion programme will take place on 5th and 6th
September. For further information, course dates
and details on how to enrol please send an email to:
fhc@stbedesbasingstoke.org.uk. Please note that St Bede’s
School run their own FHC programme.

ALPHA AT ST BEDE’S THIS AUTUMN

Alpha offers a welcoming space to explore life’s big
guestions in an open and informal setting. In our Local
Mission Plan, Bartimaeus reminds us to take courage, rise,
and respond to Jesus’ call. This autumn, we are delighted
to offer Alpha at St Bede’s. It begins in late September and
will run for 11 weeks on Monday evenings in the church
hall. Please complete the short form to help us prepare.
We want to know who may be interested in attending, who
might invite someone, and who may be willing to support
the evenings as part of the Alpha team. Please .
pray to the Holy Spirit for guidance, about E
whom you might invite, and whether you are
being called to help in this new mission. After
praying, please complete the form: Alpha at St
Bede’s - Autumn 2026

-EI

CHURCHSUITE REGISTRATION

A big thank you to everyone who has registered on
ChurchSuite. If you have not yet done so, please complete
a new Registration Form by clicking the links below (there
is a separate adult and child registration form).

BASHG Adult Registration Form
BASHG Child Registration Form

If you require any assistance, please see Sue Riley in the
Parish Office who will be able to help.

PARISH COLLECTION

Collection for week ending 26th July amounted to
£2,458.30 from Standing Orders, Direct Debits, Contactless
and Mass Collections. Thank you for your generosity.

DONATIONS TO THE PARISH
The easiest way to make a donation to the Parish is via
bank transfer, online at: Donate to Basingstoke St
Bede's Church | Give as you Live Donate or via
our contactless terminal by the hall.
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