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Sunday 7th December 2025

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT
Year A, Psalter Week Il
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament before all weekday Masses

Sun 7th Dec 9.00 am SB  Mass: Ned Fagan, Maureen
McCauley RIP (Fond)
11.00am SB Mass: Breda Corr RIP
6.00 pm SB  Mass: People of the Parish
Mon 8th THE IMMACULATE CONCEPTION OF THE BLESSED
VIRGIN MARY, solemnity
12 noon SB Mass: Int. Thomas Leon Fenton
Tues 9th St John Diego Cuahtlatoatzin, optional memorial
9.30 am SB  Mass: Dec Mbrs Liddell Family (Fond)
Wed 10th Our Lady of Loreto, optional memorial
9.30 am SB Mass: Mary, Edward & Michael
Moore RIP
Thurs 11th St Damasus |, Pope, optional memorial
9.30 am SB  Mass: Fr Wenna Henry Tiku RIP
11.00am SB  Funeral Mass Paula Read RIP
Fri 12th Our Lady of Guadalupe, optional memorial
9.30 am SB Mass: Cecily, Jacob Peter, Mary
Joseph RIP
Sat 13th St Lucy, Virgin, Martyr, memorial

9.30 am SB Mass: Yvonne Grasso RIP
Confessions after 9.30 am Mass until 11.00 am

THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT ‘Gaudete’
Year A, Psalter Week Il

Sun 14th Dec 9.00 am SB  Mass: Marie Payne RIP (Fond)
11.00am SB  Mass: People of the Parish
6.00 pm SB Mass: John Reid RIP
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THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK

We often keep God at a distance, we report to him occasionally and turn

to him in times of need. Do we recognise that God is beside us as part and
parcel of the stuff of life? It Prayer is the language we use to acknowledge
that presence and to allow it to grow within us. Some saints had mystical
experiences which revealed God’s presence to them. Others developed a
sense of God as their friend and companion on the road. St Teresa of Avila
is famous for telling God that the reason he had so few friends was because
of how he treated them. More reassuring is the well-known poem
“Footprints”, in which a man reproaches God for those times of greatest
need when he felt abandoned. God replies that during his time of suffering,
when the man sees only one set of footprints, it was then that God carried
him.

Taken from The Living Word, Redemptorist Publications
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WELCOME

We extend a warm welcome to any visitors who join us for
Mass. Welcome also to all who join us for our Liturgies live-
streamed via our webcam: www.stbedesbasingstoke.org.uk

CHRISTMAS 2025
CHRISTMAS EVE (24thDecember)

5.30 pm SB  Christmas Carols

6.00 pm SB  Vigil Mass

9.30 pm SB  Christmas Carols
10.00 pm SB  Mass during the Night

CHRISTMAS DAY (25th December)

12.15am SB  Syro Malabar Rite
8.00 am SB Mass at Dawn
10.00 am SB  Mass during the Day

No Evening Mass

ST STEPHEN’S DAY (26th December)
10.00 am SB Int. Altar Servers

HOLY COMMUNION AT BASINGTOKE HOSPITAL

Deacon Tony will be taking Holy Communion to Basingstoke
Hospital on Christmas morning. The hospital will provide
him the names and locations of all of the Catholic patients
known to them. If you or a loved one is going into hospital,
please make sure that the Chaplaincy Team are notified.

If you are a member of staff who is working on Christmas
Day, please email: adarroch@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk by
Monday 22nd December, confirming where in the hospital
you will be located and Deacon Tony will find you.

ST BEDE’S SCHOOL FORMS

Fr Paul will sign Supplementary Information Forms on
Saturday 3rd January 2026 between 11 am and 12 noon in
the Parish Hall. Please remember to bring a copy of your
child’s Baptismal form with you!!

BASINGSTOKE CATHOLIC MEN’S GROUP

A new group for Catholic Men will be starting
in January. Men of all ages are welcome from
18 upwards. The idea will be that Catholic
men can come together to chat about issues
that face us, enjoy fellowship and have time to pray. We will
also arrange the occasional social night out. Sessions will run
on Tuesday evenings at St Bede's Church in Basingstoke. To
register your interest please use the QR code or sign up
here: Basingstoke Catholic Men's Group

CHURCH CLEANING

We wish to thank ‘St Bede’s Holy Dusters’ who turn up
fortnightly throughout the year to clean St. Bede’s Church,
The ‘big clean’ for Christmas will be on Thursday 18th
December after the 9.30 am Mass. If you are available,
please come and help, it will be much appreciated .....

PARISH COLLECTION
Collection for week ending 30th November amounted to
£2,971.25. Many thanks for your generosity.

SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT REFLECTION

Isaiah: 11:1-10 “A shoot shall spring from the stump of
Jesse” Reflect: Welcome God’s gentle peace and share it in
daily life, remembering Christ comes to live among us.

ADVENT FAIR

A big thank you to everyone who supported last weekend’s
Advent Fair. It was a wonderful occasion which has raised a
fantastic £2,927.18 to be split between the Parish and St
Michael’s Hospice.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!

We are looking for volunteers who would be prepared to
assist with fire safety, and/or anyone who has experience
of managing fire safety in the workplace who would be
prepared to offer support to the Parish. Please make
yourself known to Fr John.

GIFT SALE

We are having a sale this Sunday, 7th December after all

Masses in aid of HHHcharity.uk. A local charity, Hampshire
and Hoima Hospitals Uganda, supports patients in Hoima. It
could be an opportunity to buy some Christmas presents and
there will also be a raffle with great prizes.

COFFEE/TEA AND MINCE PIES

There will be tea, coffee and mince pies after the 11am
Mass on Sunday 7th December (today). Wishing all who
support us after the 11am Mass a Blessed Christmas.

AN ADVENT THOUGHT

Advent has a twofold character; as a time to prepare for
Christmas, when the Son of God’s first coming to us in
remembered; and a second, when that remembrance
directs the minds and heart to await Christ’s Second
Coming at the end of time. For these two reasons, the
Season of Advent is a period for devout and joyful
expectations.

PASTORAL AREA PENETENTIAL SERVICE

Our Pastoral Area Penitential Service is on Friday 19th
December at 7 pm, and will take place in St. Joseph’s
Church. All are most welcome to attend.

CHOCOLATE TUBS FOR MACMILLAN

Please bring in any empty sweet tubs you have this
Christmas (Quality Street, Heroes, Roses etc). These will be
collected by Deacon Tony, and passed on to be recycled
and proceeds donated to MacMillan Cancer Research.

FUNERALS

Funeral Mass for Paula Read RIP on Thursday 11th
December at 11 am in St. Bede’s Church. Funeral

Mass for Peggy Gould RIP on Friday 19th December at

11 am in Holy Ghost Church. We remember their families
and friends at this sad time. May they Rest in Peace.

DONATIONS TO THE PARISH

The easiest way to make a donation to the Parish is via
Standing Order/Bank Transfer, online at: Donate to Basing-
stoke St Bede's Church | Give as you Live Donate or using
our contactless device by the Hall.
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