THE HOLY GHOST PARISH

Serving the Churches of Holy Ghost and St. Bede

A PUBLICATION OF THE CATHOLIC DIOCESE OF PORTSMOUTH REGISTERED CHARITY No. 1199568

St. Bede Sunday 21st December 2025
Popley Way FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT
ddd () Basingstoke Year A, Psalter Week IV
RG24 9DX Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament before all weekday Masses
| 01256 465214 Sun 21st Dec 9.00 am SB Mass: Tony & Ron Rhodes RIP
Parish Priest: 11.00am SB Mass: People of the Parish
Rev. Fr. John Lee 2.30 pm Syro Malabar Rite
Parish Priest of Holy Ghost Parish; 6.00 pm SB Mass: Simon de Mars RIP
Coordinating Pastor for Basingstoke
Pastoral Area and Dean of Blessed John Mon 22nd 12 noon SB  Mass: Dec Mbrs Hynes Family
Body Deanery Tues 23rd 9.30 am SB  Mass: Oscar Herman Dorer RIP (Fond)

jlee@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
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Assistant Priest & Hospital Chaplain: Wednesday 24th December - CHRISTMAS EVE

Rev. Fr. Paul Nwune 530pm  SB  Christmas Carols

pnwune@ portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 6.00 pm SB  Vigil Mass

Permanent Deacon: 9.30 pm SB  Christmas Carols

Rev. Tony Darroch 10.00 pm SB  Mass during the Night

adarroch@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk Thursday 25th December - CHRISTMAS DAY

Parish Administrator: 12.15am SB  Syro Malabar Rite

Mrs Liz Murphy 8.00 am SB  Mass at Dawn

Mon, Wed, Thur & Fri9 am to 2 pm 10.00am SB  Mass during the Day

Tel. No. 01256 465214 - Ext 1 No evening Mass

office@stbedesbasingstoke.org.uk Friday 26th December - ST STEPHEN’S DAY

Website: 10.00am SB Int. Altar Servers
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Facebook: _ Sat 27th ST JOHN, Apostle, Evangelist, feast

facebook.com/stbedesbasingstoke 9.30am  SB  Mass: Int. Marisa & Shaun Fenton

Treasurer:

Mrs Faye Lyons (Parish Office) THE HOLY FAMILY of JESUS, MARY & JOSEPH

accounts@stbedesbasingstoke.org.uk Year A, Psalter Week |

Safeguarding: Sun 28th Dec 9.00 am SB Mass: Martin Cleary RIP

Safeguarding Officer: Maria Mahdavi 11.00am SB  Mass: People of the Parish

Parish Office: 01256 465214 200pm  SB  Syro Malabar Rite

Diocesan Office: 023 92816396 6.00 pm SB  Mass: Private Intention
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St Vincent De Paul Society (SVP): THOUGHT FOR THE WEEK

Confidential mobile phone line for Thanks in part to Joseph’s trusting faith, we too can place our trustin a

assistance & help 07434 773219 God who loves us, a God who chose human vulnerability and ordinariness

in order to draw alongside us. In these last few days of Advent, let us
celebrate the heroism of Joseph, an ordinary man who made an extraordi-
nary decision to put love before the law, and in so doing, enabled the Holy

Holy Ghost Church Address:
Sherborne Road, Basingstoke, RG21 5TD

PASTORAL AREA CLERGY Family to be together on that dangerous journey to Bethlehem. Like him,
St. Joseph, Basingstoke 01256 323595 we are called to be heroes and heroines in our own set of circumstances
Rev. Paul Leonard even if we can’t fully understand everything that unfolds in our lives. This
Sacred Heart, Hook 01256 577007 Christmas, let our fears subside, let us draw near to the crib and place our
Rev. John Chadwick hope and trust in God’s plan for us, knowing that whatever happens, God is

St. Michael, Tadley 01189814572 | always with us, our Emmanuel.
Rev. Stephen Vooght Taken from The Living Word, Redemptorist Publications



mailto:stbedes@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
http://www.stbedesbasingstoke.org.uk

CELEBRATING CHRISTMAS

We warmly welcome all visitors to our parish over the
Christmas Season who are visiting family and friends. Our
Liturgies will be broadcast, so you can inform family and
friends across the world that they can log onto our
webpage: www.stbedesbasingstoke.org.uk

THANK YOU x
Fr John, Fr Paul, Dcn Tony and the Parish Team ”
wish to express gratitude to everyone who M
contributed their time and talents in preparing J
the church and helping in our Worship of God. D
From Musicians and Singers, to Cleaners, Flower Arrangers,
those who plan our Liturgies, Crib and Christmas tree
builders, and not forgetting Altar Servers. May Christ the
Saviour who’s coming we now celebrate, bless you and all
your loved ones, now and in the New Year ahead. Thank you
also for your many cards and gifts.

HOLY COMMUNION AT BASINGTOKE HOSPITAL

Deacon Tony will be taking Holy Communion to Basingstoke
Hospital on Christmas morning. The hospital will provide
him the names and locations of all of the Catholic patients
known to them. If you or a loved one is going into hospital,
please make sure that the Chaplaincy Team are notified.

If you are a member of staff who is working on Christmas
Day, please email: adarroch@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk by
Monday 22nd December, confirming where in the hospital
you will be located and Deacon Tony will find you.

COME AND WORK IN OUR CATHOLIC SCHOOLS

Are you a Catholic currently teaching in a non-Catholic
school? Have you considered applying for a post in one of
our schools but are unsure how they are different and
whether your application would be welcomed? Find out the
answers to these questions and any others you may have by
attending our online webinar, ‘Come to work in our Catholic
schools’ being held on Tuesday 13th January 2026 at

7pm. The webinar will be led by Catherine Hobbs, Diocesan
Director for Education and Robert Dare, Diocesan Schools
Support Officer, and will last approximately one hour. To
register your interest click here: Events Booking - Catholic
Diocese of Portsmouth

THE GREAT STORY OF JESUS RETREAT

Start 2026 with a day retreat to reflect on the core of your
faith, known as the 'Kerygma'. Taking place at St Bede's
Church on Saturday 24th January from 10am - 3.15pm, this
is for everyone and may be particularly helpful for RCIA
catechumens making their journey into the Catholic Church
at Easter. The day will include reflections, prayer stations
and short videos . It will be led by Sr Margarida Mondral,
Verbum Dei Community and the Ananias team. Contact Liz
at Inahajski@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk to find out more.

ST BEDE’S SCHOOL FORMS

Fr Paul will sign Supplementary Information Forms on
Saturday 3rd January 2026 between 11 am and 12 noon in
the Parish Hall. Please remember to bring a copy of your
child’s Baptismal form with you!!

FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT REFLECTION

Matthew 11:2-11 “Are you the one who is to come?”
Reflect: Look for Christ among the overlooked, in every
creature, and in the human heart.

CHRISTMAS COLLECTION

The Christmas Offerings given at the Vigil and Christmas
Day Masses are your opportunity for a personal gift to

Fr John and Fr Paul. This forms a large proportion of their
annual income. You can donate electronically online at:
Basingstoke St Bede's Church Christmas Collection - fund-
raising for Basingstoke St Bede's Church | Give as you Live
Donate or via our contactless device. Many thanks.

POLISH MASS

Polish Mass will be celebrated at 2 pm on Saturday 3rd
January 2026, followed by Polish Carols with refreshments
at St. Bede’s Church and hall. Fr Rafal will be celebrating
the Mass. All are most welcome.

PILGRIMAGE TO ROME, TUESDAY 30TH JUNE - TUESDAY
7TH JULY 2026

Fr John is looking to organise a pilgrimage to Rome for
June / July of next year. Pilgrimage will include attending
the Ordination to the Diaconate of Ryan Hawkes on Sunday
5th July. Fr John would like to know who is interested in
making the trip. Can you please email the Parish Office OR
Fr John with your name(s) and contact details. More
information to follow soon.

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS

Second collection last weekend for the Christmas Flowers
amounted to £291.30, grateful thanks.

FUNERAL

Funeral Service at the Crematorium on Wednesday

14th January at 2pm for George Hellens RIP. We
remember Ann and family at this sad time. We also
remember Mary Pryula RIP, who passed away this week.
May they Rest in Peace.

CRIB OFFERINGS
The Christmas Crib Offerings during
Y. Christmastide are for Christian Communities

BAPTISM PREPARATION PROGRAMME

The next Baptism preparation sessions will be at 1pm on
Sunday 11th and Sunday 18th January 2026 in St Bede’s
hall. For more information or to register please send an

email to: baptism@stbedesbasingstoke.org.uk

PARISH COLLECTION
Parish Collection for week ending 14th December
amounted to £2,632.70. Thank you for your generosity.

DONATIONS TO THE PARISH

The easiest way to make a donation to the Parish is via
Standing Order/Bank Transfer, the website or using the
contactless device by the Hall.
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