THE MESSENGER
Serving the Churches of Holy Ghost and St. Bede
A PUBLICATION OF PORTSMOUTH DIOCESE TRUST REGISTERED CHARITY No. 246871
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St. Bede
Popley Way
Basingstoke
RG24 9DX
01256 465214
Parish Priest:
Rev. Christopher Rutledge
Coordinating Pastor and Dean
Assistant Priest:
Rev. Leo Odomeja
Tel: 01256 320246
Permanent Deacon:
Rev. Tony Darroch
Parish Administrator:
Mrs Liz Murphy
Office Currently Closed— for
enquiries please phone or email
Tel. No. 01256 465214 - Ext 1
Email:
stbedes@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
Website:
www.stbedesbasingstoke.org.uk
Facebook:
facebook.com/stbedesbasingstoke

Year A, Psalter Week I
Morning Prayer before all Masses at 9.15 am
All Masses and Services from St. Bede’s Church via our Webcam

FIFTH SUNDAY OF EASTERTIDE
Sun 10th

Mon 11th

Tues 12th
Wed 13th

Thur 14th
Fri 15th

Sat 16th

Facilities Manager:
Dr Stephen Flitcroft (Parish Office)
Office Currently Closed
Safeguarding:
Diocesan Office 023 92816396
Jan Hughes 07719012955
Holy Ghost Church Address
Sherborne Road,
Basingstoke, Hants, RG21 5TD
PASTORAL AREA CLERGY
St. Joseph, Basingstoke 01256 323595
Rev. Chris Whelan
Rev. Gaston Forbah
Deacon Patrick O’Connoll
Sacred Heart, Hook
01256 577007
Rev. Paul Leonard
St Michael, Tadley
0118 981 4572
Rev. Patrick Tansey
St. John the Baptist, Andover
Rev. Austin Gurr
01264 352829

9.00 am
11.00 am
6.00 pm

Mass: People of the Parish
Mass: Members of St. Vincent de Paul
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament with
Vespers
9.30 am
Mass: James Leahy RIP
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament after Mass until 11.00
12 noon
Mass: May Tobin RIP
6.00 pm
Evening Prayer and Rosary
9.30 am
Mass: Matteo Zita RIP
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament after Mass until 11.00
9.30 am
Mass: Derek Brennan RIP
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament after Mass until 11.00
12 noon
Mass: All Confirmation Candidates
6.00 pm
Evening Prayer and Rosary
9.30 am
Mass: John, Sean Hynes RIP
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament after Mass until 11.00
9.30 am
Mass: Martin McCaulay RIP
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament after Mass until 11.00
12 noon
Mass: Carmel Harding RIP
3.00 pm
Divine Mercy Chaplet
6.00 pm
Evening Prayer
9.30 am
Mass: Int. Mo Bedford
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament after Mass until 11.00
12 noon
Mass: All First Holy Communion Children

SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTERTIDE
Sun 17th

9.00 am
11.00 am
6.00 pm

Mass: Monica & Herbert Barlow RIP
Mass: People of the Parish
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament with
Vespers
**************************************************************
MASS INTENTIONS: If you would like to have a Mass celebrated for your
Intention, please email or write to the parish providing details. Donations for
Masses can be made by cheque (payable to PRCDTR Basingstoke Holy Ghost),
the donate button on our webpage or put through the letter box at St. Bede.
DURING MAY: Pope Francis encourages us to pray the Rosary so that it “will
make us even more united as a spiritual family and will help us overcome this
time of trial”. Fr Chris and Fr Leo will be praying the Rosary on Monday and
Wednesday evenings after Evening Prayer.
PRAYERS: Let us continue to pray for all clergy during this time, for those
who are sick and their carers, those who have died and the bereaved. Lord
have mercy.
“May your love be upon us, O Lord, as we place
all our hope in you.” (Ps 32:22)

A message from the Archbishops as published in this week’s e-News …
After last week’s Bishops’ Conference, the five metropolitan archbishops of England and Wales issued a statement called
“A People who Hope in Christ.”
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,
The radiance of the risen Lord shines upon us. At a time when so many shadows are cast into our lives, and upon our
world, the light of the resurrection shines forever to renew and restore our hope. In the words of our Holy Father, Pope
Francis: ‘
The impact of Covid-19, both nationally and internationally, has been immense. So much of what we take for granted has
changed. Our health and physical interaction, our capacity to travel and gather, have all been affected. There is
uncertainty in our future, especially with work and the country’s economy. As we know, very sadly, large numbers of
people have died because of the coronavirus, and others have been or remain seriously ill. Keyworkers, not least in the
National Health Service and care sectors, are serving selflessly to sustain the life of our nation. Our hearts and prayers go
out to everyone who is suffering because of Covid-19, and to all those battling to overcome its effects. May those who
have died rest in peace and those who are bereaved find comfort.
When the Prime Minister announced the lockdown, this included places of worship and therefore Catholic churches.
These measures were put in place to stem the general transmission of the virus. It is right that the Catholic community
fulfils its role in contributing to the preservation of life and the common good of society. This must continue until the
restrictions applied by the Government are lifted.
None of us would want to be in the situation in which we find ourselves. While the live-streaming of the Mass and other
devotions is playing an important part in maintaining the life of faith, there is no substitute for Catholics being able to
physically attend and participate in the celebration of the Mass and the other sacraments. Our faith is expressed powerfully and beautifully though ‘seeing, touching, and tasting.’ We know that every bishop and every priest recognises the
pain of Catholics who, at present, cannot pray in church or receive the sacraments. This weighs heavily on our hearts. We
are deeply moved by the Eucharistic yearning expressed by so many members of the faithful. We thank you sincerely for
your love for the Lord Jesus, present in the sacraments and supremely so in the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass. The bishops
and priests of every diocese are remembering you and your loved ones at Mass each day in our churches as we pray ‘in
hope of health and well-being.’ We thank our priests for this faithfulness to their calling.
As the Government’s restrictions are relaxed step by step, we look forward to opening our churches and resuming our
liturgical, spiritual, catechetical and pastoral life step by step. This will also be of service to those beyond the Catholic
Church who depend on our charitable activity and outreach through which much goodness is shared by so many
volunteers from our communities.
None of us knows, as yet, how or when the lockdown will end. There is likely to be a phased return to travelling and
gathering. As a church, we are now planning for this time and our discussions with the statutory public health agencies
and Government representatives are ongoing. Together with Catholics across England and Wales we desire the opening
of our churches and access to the sacraments. Until then, we are continuing to pray and prepare.
We want to acknowledge with gratitude the service of our fellow bishops and priests, our deacons and religious, our
families and lay faithful, together with all our parish and school communities, for the wonderful ways the life of the faith
is being nourished at this time, especially in the home. We also pay tribute to the Catholic organisations and networks
that are working to support the vulnerable and needy.
On that first Easter day, the disciples were in lockdown and the doors were closed. In their isolation the Lord Jesus came
among them and said ‘Peace be with you.’ May the peace of the risen Lord reign in our hearts and homes as we look
forward to the day we can enter church again and gather around the altar to offer together the Sacrifice of Praise.
We unite in asking the intercession of Our Blessed Lady and assure you of our prayers and blessing
Yours devotedly in Christ,

Cardinal Vincent Nichols, Archbishop of Westminster
Malcolm McMahon OP, Archbishop of Liverpool
Bernard Longley, Archbishop of Birmingham
George Stack Archbishop of Cardiff
John Wilson Archbishop of Southwark
To read the full edition of this week’s e-News go to: https://www.portsmouthdiocese.org.uk/enews

