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Thought for the week 

Jesus are the ones we hear today where He says: ‘I am the Way, the Truth, and the Life’ (John 14.6). The 

Way. To follow Jesus is to be on a journey. You cannot be a Christian and expect to stay as you are. You 

have to expect that over a period of time your outlook will change your and your priorities will be  

challenged. There is a difference between being a tourist and being a traveller. If you are a tourist you can 

go to an exotic locale and in your mind it will be a little bit of England, a bit like going to the Costa Brava 

and looking for a café with fish and chips. If you are a traveller, on the other hand, you will be formed by 

your experiences. You will have learned to see things differently. If Jesus is the Way then we are 

travellers, or I suppose more accurately, pilgrims. We will expect that the journey with Christ will widen 

our horizons, open our eyes, engage our compassion, shake our complacency. The Truth. We live in a 

world which is strangely uncomfortable with the whole idea of truth. Our culture is happier with the idea 

of the world as a huge bazaar where you can pick up this idea or that idea, this belief or that one. Mix and 

match. It is entirely up to you, says popular opinion. Alas, that way will only lead to bewilderment. It also 

assumes that we can believe many different things and make them compatible. In real life, however, we 

have to choose. Many hard choices are part of growing up. You cannot have it all. With this in mind we 

might have another look at the first reading .(Act 6.1-7). The leaders of the fledgling Christian community 

are perfectly clear about what they call ‘the service of the word’. There has to be meditation on the word 

of God and a sharing of the fruits of that understanding. Yes, there is literally food to be given to the 

hungry, and they make proper provision for that. But there is also spiritual food to be given to the 

spiritually hungry. This is God’s word, especially as lived and taught by the Word himself, Jesus Christ. 

This too needs to be given to the people. There is a truth, and it nourishes those who hear it and take it 

into their lives.  

The Life. Life can mean two things. It can mean the pulse within us, the processes by which we breathe 

and move and grow. Or it can mean our history, the story of our life, our journey through the changing 

scenes of life. Jesus is the Life in both senses. Jesus is that pulse, that energy within us. If you doubt that, 

consider what we need to live. We need water, food, air, warmth. If we have these things then we can 

survive. But we also need love, hope, vision, because life is more than survival. We need that thing which 

is so difficult to define, meaning. We need meaningfulness in our life, and here Christ the Lord is essential 

for us who believe. Then there is life in the sense of our story. Catholics are very reticent about giving 

what evangelicals would call their ‘testimony’, which is a pity, because so many people have a quiet, 

undemonstrative sense of Jesus as part of their life. The paradox is that He is not only the journey’s end 

but also the Way there; not only our goal, but the One who is there unseen alongside us, our companion 

on the way.                                                                                                                                         Fr Terry Tastard 
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Parish Diary:  - 18th May 2014 
Sun: Music: Choir  9.00 am;  11 am Cantorg (R) ; 

 6.30 pm Guitar 

 Children’s Liturgy 9 and 11 am Masses 

 Refreshments after the 9 am Mass 

 Second collection for Clergy Training TODAY 

Mon:  Wedding rehearsal SB 

Tues: Toddler Group meet SB 1.30—3.15  

Wed: Fr. Chris: Wedding appt. SB 7 pm 

 9 am Choir practice SB 8 pm  

Thur:  Pamper evening for LIFE SB 6—9.15 pm 

Sat: Wedding SB at 4 pm 

 Kneeler Group 2—4 pm 

  

Welcome to our First Holy Communion children 

who will be participating at all our Masses today. 

ONE PARISH, TWO CHURCHES 

St. Bede’s Church, Popley Way, Basingstoke, RG24 9DX 

Holy Ghost Church, Sherborne Rd. Basingstoke. RG21 5TX 

Fr. Christopher Rutledge:  Parish Priest 

Parish Secretary: Liz Murphy 

Tel. No. 01256 465214 

www.stbedesbasingstoke.org.uk; Email: stbedes@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk 

Discovering Priesthood 

Once a month, a group of young men meet in 

Winchester and we explore the Sacred            

Priesthood. We have the opportunity to ask   

questions and to share experiences. Our time to-

gether begins with Mass at 6pm, after Mass we 

share a meal and catch up and then we spend 

some time finding out more about the Priesthood. 

We conclude with Adoration and Benediction. If 

you would feel that you would benefit from this 

gathering, please contact Fr. John Chandler jchan-

dler@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk. 

Vocation retreats 

Male Spirituality retreat: Friday 11
th

 –Sunday 13
th

 

July. A weekend for Women:  Friday 12
th

           

September – Sunday 14
th

 September Both         

retreats will be held at St Joseph’s, Ashurst. For 

further information, please contact Fr. John   

Chandler or visit the Portsmouth Vocations     

Facebook page! 

Eucharistic Ministers and Readers 

If you wish to be considered to becoming a Eucha-

ristic Minister or Reader, can you please contact 

the Parish Office.  We shall be having a training 

session soon for these two Ministries 

There will be a training evening for Eucharistic 

Ministers and Readers in July…  we shall give you 

a date nearer the time. 

Collections 

Grateful thanks for last Sunday’s offertory              

collection which amounted to £2,341.11p.   Second 

collection for the Combolini Missioners amounted to 

£807.24p.  TODAY second collection  for Clergy 

Training. 

We received a letter from Fr. John Downey, who 

made the Mission Appeal last weekend, expressing 

thanks for our  welcome, prayers and generosity.  

He thanked  also the musicians, servers and all Min-

isters. He said it was edifying and inspiring. 

BASINGSTOKE LADIES’ CHOIR  NEEDS 

YOU!!!! Are you an experienced singer?  

BLC is looking for ladies who sing Soprano 

and Alto 1 and 2 to complement their 

friendly and excellent ranks of singers.  There is no 

requirement to read music but  enthusiasm and 

commitment are the main essentials.  

We are holding an informal open evening on Mon-

day 16th June 2014 from 7.30pm. If you are inter-

ested do please come along. You will find us in Car-

nival Hall, which is opposite Fairfields School.  

Alternatively, you can call our Membership Secre-

tary on 01256 329095 to find out how to join us or 

visit our website basingstokeladieschoir.co.uk to 

find out more about us.  

Kneeler Group and Nurture Group Meetings will 

now both be held at the same time this month 

we will be meeting on Saturday 25th May         

between 2 –4 pm at St Bede’s Hall. If you also 

would like to join us for a guided tour Guildford 

Cathedral on Friday 20th June cost £4.00 please       

contact Susan Beard either by e-mail 

susan.beard@ntlworld.com or Tel: 01256 417764 

Illegal Parking 
We wish to remind parishioners that it is illegal to 

park  vehicles on the grassed areas  along the 

edge of Popley Way, it is inconsiderate and very            

dangerous.  Please do not park there. 



Other local churches  

 

Sunday Mass times 
 

Sacred Heart, Hook 

• Sat 6pm & Sun 10am 

St Joseph’s, Basingstoke 

• Sat 6pm & Sun 9am and 11am 

St Michael’s, Tadley 

• Sat 6pm & Sun 9.30 am 

St Peter & St Paul, Kingsclere 

• Sun 11.15 am 

Confessions 
Fr. Chris will usually be available to 

hear Confessions every Saturday 

after the 9.30 am Mass until 10.45 

am.   

Parish Mass Timetable 
18th May 2014 

Fifth  Sunday of Easter (Psalter Week 4) 

   

   9.00 am SB People of the Parish 

  11.00 am SB Int. Felicia Szturo 

  6.30 pm SB John, Mary & Sean Hynes RIP (Byrne) 
 

  See Parish Mass Book, p.  265 

 

Week beginning 19th May  
             

Mon:  Dedication of the Cathedral of St. John, Portsmouth 

  9.30. am HG Nora & Keith Brennan RIP (Adams) 

Tue:  Fifth week of Easter 

  9.15 am St. Joseph’s 

  10.00 am Sacred Heart, Hook 

Wed:  St. Christopher Magallanes & Companions, Priests, 

  9.30 am HG Tom Buckley RIP (M.Murphy) 

Thurs: St. Rita of Cascia, Religious 

                 9.30 am SB Gleceria Palen RIP 

Fri:  Fifth week of Easter 

  9.30 am HG Mary McLaughlin RIP 

Sat:  Fifth  week of Easter 

  9.30 am SB Winnie Orrell-Jones &  

     Dorothy Orrell-Jones RIP 

 

Sun:    25th May  Sixth  Sunday of Easter (Psalter Week 2) 

  9.00 am            SB      Dorothy Liddell RIP 

  11.00 am           SB      People of the Parish 

  6.30 pm:            SB      Int. Kacper Szturo 

Morning Prayer:  9.15 am before each weekday Mass 

Rosary: recited after the weekday Mass. 

To ask for Mass to be offered for a particular intention please    

contact the Parish Office., where we will try to accommodate your  

request. 

Adoration of the Bl. Sacrament 

Will take place in Holy Ghost Church 

after the 9.30 am Mass every        

Friday. 

Loop system  

at St Bede’s Church—to 

use it please switch your 

hearing aid to ‘T’coil.’  

Arranging a Baptism 
Any Catholic parent living in our 

Parish and wishing their child to be 

Baptised should collect a form from 

the cloister area, please complete 

and return to the Parish Office.   

Parents should be attending Church 

on a regular basis.  Due to the large 

number of such baptisms we       

currently celebrate this Sacrament 

on designated Sundays, this being 

the First Sunday of the Month at 3 

pm in St. Bede’s Church only. 

Please pray for all the sick in our Parish 

Lord, have all those who are unable to be with us for Mass in your 

safekeeping. We remember:    

Sean Walsh, Theodora Gatachalian, John Hickey, Joan Gomes,  

Carmel Hyland, Larry Hynan, Jillian Simms, Anne Quinn, Jacqueline 

Hudson, Jenny McMahon, Julian Boma, Juliet Mitchell, and Phyllis 

McMorrow. 

Morning Prayer can refresh and 

recharge your soul as you get ready 

to take on the day.   ‘Morning 

Prayer’ will be recited each morning 

before Mass in both Holy Ghost 

Church and St. Bede’s Church. 

Pamper evening  organised by the Life Team 22nd May 

St. Bede's Entry: £5  book the treatments in advance by ringing 

07790 823781.   Treatments cost from £5. Tickets available from 

the Life Charity Shop, 7 Winchester Rd. (Tel. 475637)   

Gift Aid envelopes—please collect 

your boxes of gift aid envelopes  

TODAY 

Congratulations to Mgr Canon Vincent Harvey!  

Monsignor Canon Vincent has recently been appointed to the 

Chapter of  Canons 



Congratulations to  

Melody Mabbott and Daniel Gook 
who were married last  
Weekend in Holy Ghost Church 

  

 

 

               Before Mass:    pray to God  

               During Mass:    listen to God 

               After Mass:       talk to everyone 

Diocesan “Don Bosco” Boys Camp  

 

This year Fr Mark will again be leading a camp for 

boys of secondary school age at St. Cassian’s, 

Kintbury, from  

Sunday 27th July to Sat 2nd August. There will be 

plenty of sport, outings, competitions and fun and 

games to ensure that boys will have a fantastic 

few days. This will continue to take place within 

the context of the celebration of the Catholic 

Faith, including daily Mass and morning and eve-

ning prayer. The cost of the camp is £175 (though 

bursaries are available). To find out more or to 

reserve a place, please contact Tony and Michele 

Crabtree: Penney Cottage, Heather Lane, Up 

Nately, Hook, Hampshire RG27 9PT or 

mail@crabtreefamily.co.uk  

RUN FOR CAFOD  

Could you race against global poverty with team CAFOD at the Great South Run in  

Portsmouth  (10 miles) on Sunday 26th October? If you are aged 3 - 8 or 9-15, you can take part in the  

Mini and Junior Great South Run (1.5km and 2.5km respectively) on Saturday 25th October. For more in-

formation and/or to register, please contact the CAFOD Portsmouth Office at portsmouth@cafod.org.uk 

or 01252 329385.  

HEADTEACHER  

St Paul's Catholic Primary School in Tilehurst, Read-

ing, is seeking to appoint a Headteacher to start in 

January 2015.  

The full advertisement, application form and further 

details can be found on the school's website at 

www.sp-webmyvle.co.uk 

Fr Mark’s ‘Big Challenge’  

‘Every year a group of us try to set a new challenge. This year we are planning to cycle from London 

(Clapham Common) to Brighton (well nearly - actually Ditchling Beacon) and then walk to Eastbourne 

along the South Downs Way. It should a hard work but also a lot of fun and an ideal opportunity to sup-

port the work of CAFOD in supporting some of the world's neediest people.’ Please sponsor Fr Mark, ei-

ther by completing his sponsor form  or by visiting his ‘Just Giving’ page: www.justgiving.com/MarkHogan 

2014. Thank you!  

To the Clergy and People of the Diocese of Portsmouth about the European Elections -  

from Bishop Philip  

On Thursday 22nd May 2014, elections for the European Parliament will be held. We might be tempted 

for one reason or another to ignore these elections or to yield to cynicism. Yet, I ask you, please take part 

in these elections! As members of Christ’s Church, we have a civic duty to be engaged in the democratic 

process and to exercise our right to vote responsibly (cf. Catechism 1913-17 and 2238-43). Catholics are 

called to unity of life and this involves ensuring that our public actions are as consistent as possible with 

our stated beliefs. Otherwise, we would run the risk of being exposed as hypocrites, a group for whom 

Jesus, as we know, had harsh words in the Gospels (cf. Mt 23: 13-35).  

By asking you to participate in these elections, I also wish to ask you, prior to casting your vote, to re-

search carefully the positions of candidates as well as their parties with regard to their vision and under-

standing of the human person and human society (their “anthropology”). We need to ascertain whether 

the views, values and policies a party promotes or an individual candidate espouses do not in any way 

impugn the transcendent dignity and value of human life from conception to natural death (for instance, 

on abortion, euthanasia and assisted suicide) or threaten to undermine the holy institution of matrimony 

and the well-being of family life. Rather than falling back onto our customary party  

affiliations, finding out the views of our politicians on the human person should help us to weigh up 

whom to vote for.  

Let us pray for a happy outcome, one that will result in a European Parliament passionate about authen-

tic human flourishing through the pursuit of justice, peace and social responsibility.  


