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Thought for the Week
Whenever I read the story of Martha and Mary I always feel it was a bit unfair on Martha, who was
trying her best to look after her special guest, Jesus. The fact that her sister Mary made no attempt to
help her and was praised for it by Jesus, seems grossly unfair.
Looking at the scene again, we see that things may not be as they seemed. It wasn’t that Jesus did
not appreciate what Martha was doing. What comes across instead is his concern for her. Martha was
essentially a generous person, but over-anxious about getting things done. She was not just busy, she
was too busy. Always anxious and worried, she was a slave to her duties. Many people will identify with
Martha: always busy yet constantly short of time. These people tend to be workaholics
It is important to distinguish between the urgent and the essential. Many of the things we do could
be considered to be urgent. However, only a few things can be considered essential. We have to make a
distinction between the two. We need to take time out to consider what our priorities are. These are the
things we give most of our time and energy to.
Mary got her priorities right. She dropped everything she was doing, so that she could devote all
her attention to what Jesus was saying. We all need time for reflection. It has been said that people
could spare themselves the expense and trouble of psychotherapy simply by giving themselves a few
minutes each day for quiet reflection. This is essential nourishment for the soul. This perhaps is what
Jesus was trying to say to Martha; it is certainly what he wants us to do. It is in these special moments
that God can make his will for us clear. Action and contemplation are not meant to be mutually exclusive.
Both are necessary and have to be integrated into our lives. We need a bit of Martha, and also a bit of
Mary in our lifestyle
Fr Austin Gurr

Diocesan Prayer Intentions (21—27 July)
These are arranged so that in the course of a year we pray for each parish of our Diocese and the Catholic organisations working here. This week’s intention-s are:
Sun: Benefactors of the Diocese. Mon: Community of St Edmund, Southampton. Tues: Diocesan Liturgical Buildings Advisor. Wed: Parish of St John Vianney, Wantage. Thurs: Parish of St James, Reading. Fri:
Parish of St Anne, Brockenhurst. Sat: Parish of St Joseph, Grayshott

One parish, two churches
St. Bede’s Church, Popley Way, Basingstoke, RG24 9DX
Holy Ghost Church, Sherborne Rd. Basingstoke. RG21 5TX
Tel 01256 465214; Parish Secretary: Liz Murphy
www.stbedesbasingstoke.org.uk; Email: stbedes@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
Parish Office: open Monday—Friday 9am—2pm

Parish Diary
Sun: Music ministry: 9 am Choir; 11 am Cantorg;
6.30 pm Guitar led,
Refreshments after the 9 Mass
Repository open after all Masses today
Plant Sale— after all Masses. All proceeds to
St. Michael’s Hospice
Celebration of Infant Baptisms, 3 pm SB
Mon: Fr. DG: Day off
St. Vincent de Paul 7.30 SB
Tue: Fr DG: Dioc. Tribunal, Sandhurst, 11am
Sat: The Lord’s Flock (Filipino) 5.30—8.30 pm SB
First Holy Communion 2014
Application forms are now available
from St Bede’s Church for those children of this parish who wish to make
their First Communion next summer.
To begin the preparation programme the child
must be a baptised Catholic and born on or before
31-08-2006. The programme will begin in October.
Deadline for applications: 30 August 2013.
Canon Dominic’s farewell
His last Sunday with us will be 4th August and
after the 6.30 pm Mass that day please come
along to a farewell party for him in the church hall
at which there will be a presentation to him and
an opportunity to say our goodbyes to him after a
relatively short stint (only 3 years) of being our
parish priest. He moves to the Cathedral in Portsmouth on 6 August—he did notice on a visit there
last week that his name is already displayed on
the list of Cathedral Deans which hangs alongside
that for Bishops of the Diocese. There is he
noticed enough room for a new list: Parish Dogs!
Collections
Thank you for last Sunday’s offertory collection
which totalled £1,820.52p. Second collection for
the Apostleship of the Sea amounted to £691.46p.
Don’t forget that if you are a UK tax payer you can
add more to your offering if it’s gift aided.
Envelopes for this are obtainable from Frank
McKenna our parish treasurer via the parish office.

Funeral Notice
Please pray for Mary Mac Bride who has died aged
87 and whose funeral Mass will be at St Bede’s this
Friday at 11.30 am followed by burial. We offer our
condolences and the assurances of our prayers to
her son Tony and her daughter Anna.
Children’s Box
Our young parishioners have a new place to hold
the books aimed at helping them to learn about
Jesus and the Mass. Please draw their attention to
it—it’s below the CTS stand and just by the doors
going into church. If you would like to add any
suitable books please just drop them in.
Basingstoke Foodbank
Thank you for your generous donations of food
last Sunday to our local foodbank. The donations
have been handed in and the organisers remain
grateful for all our support. Don’t forget there’s
another collection all day on Saturday 3 August at
ASDA Superstore in Brighton Hill.
Twinning of Bishop Challoner School
and St Bede’s College, Bamenda
In 2014 our Portsmouth Diocese will be celebrating
the 40th anniversary of its twinning with the Archdiocese of Bamenda in Cameroon. Bishop
Challoner School is in the process of twinning with
St Bede’s College, Ashing, which is a co-educational
secondary boarding school with 927 students. It
has a strong academic record and also develops
students’ skills in sports, farming and compound
care and nurtures their spiritual life. As part of the
40th anniversary, Bishop Philip will be leading a
delegation of 36 people to Bamenda from 14-23
February 2014. Bishop Challoner has been invited
to be part of that delegation, sending 4 students
and 3 staff. The Archdiocese of Bamenda will be
leading a return delegation to our diocese in June
2014 including two teachers from St Bede’s College
(visas permitting). Bishop Challoner will be fundraising to help pay for the 2 teachers. Can you
help? We need to raise about £9000 for both trips.
For more information or to make a donation please
contact the school’s chaplain Mary Lee on 462661.

Parish Mass Timetable
Week beginning 21 July 2013
Sun:

Sixteenth
9.00 am
11.00 am
6.30 pm

Sunday of Ordinary Time (Year C)
SB John Power RIP
SB Mattie O’Brien
SB People of the Parish

See p. 111 of ‘The Parish Mass Book’
Mon:
Tue:
Wed:
Thurs:
Fri:
Sat:

St Mary Magdalene
9.30 am HG Margaret Golding RIP (Fitzpatrick)
St Bridget of Sweden, Co-patron of Europe
9.30 am SB In thanksgiving
St Sharbel Makhluf, Bishop
9.30 am HG Int. Liz & Dave Nicholson (O’Brien)
St James, Apostle
9.30 am SB Madge & John O’Brien RIP (O’Brien)
St Joachim & St Anne, parents of the Virgin Mary
11.30 am SB Funeral Mass for Mary MacBride RIP
Feria
No Mass today

Intentions for Sunday 28 July: 9.00 am People of the Parish;
11.00 am Anna Bowman & Mary Togher RIP: 6.30 pm Seamus
O’Brien.
Morning Prayer: 9.15 am Mon, Wed & Fri at Holy Ghost Church
Rosary: recited after the weekday Mass.
To ask for Mass to be offered for a particular intention please
contact the Parish Office. The diocesan suggested donation is £10
per Mass.
Please pray this week for:

the sick and housebound of our parish including: Elizabeth
Kelly, Andrea Trower, John Hickey, Helga Sony, Evelyn
Dyke, Denis Grehan, Dave Webb, Kathleen O’Connor, Charlotte King, Carmel Hyland, Larry Hynan, James Lickey, Olivia
Chard, Esther Clarkson, Sean Walsh, Norleen Mejico-Cruz,
Gary Smith,
Bernabe
Estrade, Christine Williams,
Guiseppina Colella, Michelle Morley, Betty Dyer, Ameila,
Dante & Anna Scattone, Jacqueline Hudson, Jemma West,
Ian Williams, Juliet Mitchell, Anne &
Stephen Neale,
Maureen Donnelly, Shirley McKenzie, Irene Manzano,
Eileen Maloney, Joan Gomes, Alison Hawksworth, Ramona
Otero-Aldao, Carmel Harding and Pat Olohan.

Deacon Ben Theobald who is to be ordained a priest of this
Diocese in the Cathedral this Saturday at 10.30 am.

For Fr Mark Hogan at St Joseph’s who this Sunday (21st)
celebrates the 12th anniversary of his ordination to the
priesthood and for Fr Chris Rutledge, soon to be our parish
priest who celebrates his 18th anniversary on Monday.

For Canon Dominic as he prepares to leave us on 6 August
to begin his new appointment as Dean of St John’s
Cathedral, Portsmouth.

Confessions
On Sundays at St.
Bede’s Church from
5.30—6.15 pm.
Sunday Homily:
Fr Dominic’s is available online at
www.stbedesbasingstoke.org.uk
Adoration of the Bl. Sacrament
come and spend time in prayer; this
devotion is usually for one hour
after the Friday Mass at Holy Ghost
Church.
Loop system
at St Bede’s Church—to
use it please switch your
hearing aid to ‘T’coil.’
Syro-Malabar Day
Thank you to everyone who amid
the hot temperatures made
yesterday’s celebrations for the
feast of St Alphonsa so enjoyable.
Christian Counselling
& Spiritual Direction
Counselling offers us an opportunity
to share concerns and difficulties
in a
confidential relationship.
Spiritual direction is similar enabling
a believer to discern what God is
revealing to them. Tony Cashman is
a local counsellor and spiritual
director, an accredited
member
of the Association of Christian
Counsellors and is now able to offer
an agreed programme of hourly
sessions. Contact him on 07976
356191 or pick up an information
sheet from the church foyer.
Other local churches
Sunday Mass times
Sacred Heart, Hook

Sat 6pm & Sun 10am
St Joseph’s, Basingstoke

Sat 6pm & Sun 9am and 11am
St Michael’s, Tadley

Sat 6pm & Sun 9.30 am
St Peter & St Paul, Kingsclere

Sun 11.15 am

Question 218:
What is the right way to honor the
Lord present in the bread and wine?
Because God is truly present in the
consecrated species of bread and
wine, we must preserve the sacred gifts with the
greatest reverence and worship our Lord and
Redeemer in the Most Blessed Sacrament.
If there are consecrated hosts left over after the
celebration of Holy Eucharist, they are kept in
sacred vessels in the tabernacle. Since the Most
Blessed Sacrament is present in them, the
tabernacle is one of the most venerable places in
every church. We genuflect before any tabernacle.
Certainly, anyone who is really following Christ will
recognize him in the poorest of the poor and serve
him in them. But he will also find time to spend in
adoration before the tabernacle and offer his love
to our Eucharistic Lord.
Dig Deeper: Corresponding CCC section (1368-1381)
Source: YOUCAT 218
Thorpe Park
If you want to go to Thorpe Park on the 8th Aug,
you need to register asap. It costs £25 including
entrance and transportation. Cheques payable to
PRCDTR NWHPA. Contact Angie for further info.
World Youth Day
WYD is the biggest youth event in the world! This
event was initiated by Pope John Paul II in 1985
and It has been celebrated at the diocesan level
annually, and at the international level every two
to three years at different locations. In this international meeting, young people get to be with the
Pope and bishops in prayer, adoration, catechesis
and the celebration of the Mass. The latest edition
of the International Youth Day was held in August
2011, in Madrid, Spain, and this summer is being
held from 23rd to 28th July in Rio de Janeiro, Brazil.
On the last day of the event, after the concluding
Mass, Pope Francis will announce where the next
WYD will take place; some speculations are Krakow, London or Seoul during summer 2015/16.
If you would like to find out when and where the
next WYD will be, why don’t you join us on Sunday
28th July at Aylesford priory, in Kent, where young
people from across the UK will come together and
celebrate their faith. Attendance for the day will
cost £30 including entrance and transportation and
we will return on the evening of the same day. You
have to be 16 yrs.+. for further info:
Angie Carroll Area Youth Officer 07713567161

SUPPORTERS’ MEETING Saturday 14 September,
10am-1pm, St Bede’s Catholic Primary School, Popley
Way,
Basingstoke
RG24
9DX.
An opportunity for all CAFOD supporters in our diocese
to get together and to find out more about CAFOD’s
work and the upcoming Harvest Fast Day. Our main
speaker will be Anne Lindsay, Private Sector Policy
Analyst. Refreshments provided. Booking ESSENTIAL,
please book a place by 06/09 – contact the CAFOD
Portsmouth
Office
01252
329385
or
portsmouth@cafod.org.uk
HUNGRY FOR CHANGE? RUN FOR CAFOD
Be hungry for change this year: help make 2013 the
beginning of the end of global hunger and take part in
the Great South Run in Portsmouth (10 miles) on
Sunday 27 October. If you are aged 3-8 or 9-15, you
can take part in the Mini and Junior Great South Run
(1.5km and 2.5km respectively) on Saturday 26
October. For more information and/or to register,
please contact the CAFOD Portsmouth Office at
portsmouth@cafod.org.uk or 01252 329385.
ADORE (Alton Day Of REnewal) Saturday 27th July
St.Lucy’sConvent, Medstead. GU345LL
The theme for this year is ‘The Year of Faith’. We start
with Rosary at 11am – Mass at 11.30am, followed by
Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament, Prayer for
Healing Shared lunch is at 1.00 pm Praise & Worship starts at 2.00pm with the Main talk 2.30pm –
Our speaker will be Alastair Emblem who will lead the
afternoon on the subject of ‘Witnessing to Our Faith’
We finish with tea at approximately 3.45pm and end
about 4pm. There will be a collection to cover expenses. For more information, ring: Revd. Deacon John Foley on 01189 333420

