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Thought for the Week
For most of us, the Advent season is filled with preparations. We’re buying presents, decorating our homes with
trees and tinsel, and making sure there are enough brussel sprouts and cranberry sauce to keep us going. We are
getting ourselves ready to celebrate Christmas with our family and friends. For many, it is indeed a busy, yet
joyous time. For some, admittedly, it will be a difficult time, perhaps when we notice more keenly the absence of
loved ones. Whatever the case, it is still possible for there to be a joyous preparation reaching into the depths of
our hearts. Remember, we are not preparing to simply exchange gifts or even to just spend time with family and
friends. We are preparing to celebrate the incarnation, God becoming man for our sake — one of the greatest
mysteries of our Faith. At the same time, we are preparing to greet The Lord when He comes again. Therefore, we
are invited to spend time preparing spiritually.
Today’s scripture readings encourage us to prepare ourselves and to bear witness to the world of God’s
greatness while we wait. “Put on the beauty of the glory of God forever, wrap the cloak of integrity of God around
you…since God means to show your splendour to every nation under heaven, since the name God gives you for
ever will be, ‘Peace through integrity, and honour through devotedness.” (first reading). “Prepare a way for the
Lord, make His paths straight. Every valley will be filled in, every mountain and hill be laid low, winding ways will
be straightened and rough roads made smooth. And all of mankind shall see the salvation of God.” (Gospel).
Indeed, our lives should bear witness to the great things the Lord has done, and the things He continues to do.
We are called to proclaim His praises boldly by the way we live our lives — giving Him glory in all we say and do.
As stewards, the Advent season is a wonderful time to refocus. Increase the time you spend in prayer, thanking
God for the gift of Himself as we prepare to celebrate Christmas, thanking God for the innumerable gifts He has
given us, and offering Him yourself in return. Recommit to live for Him. Then your life will surely bear witness to
the mighty thing. He has done, and your heart will be ready to greet Him when He comes
again.
Fr. Mark Hogan
The Pastoral Area Website: www.nwhantspa.org.uk has links to all Pastoral Area Churches

Diocesan Prayer Intentions (9-15 December)
These are arranged so that in the course of a year we pray for each parish of our Diocese and the Catholic
organisations working here. This week’s intentions are: Sun: Parish of the Immaculate Conception,
Liphook. Mon: Parish of the Immaculate Conception, Portswood; Parish of St Swithun Wells; Community
of St Swithun Wells, Fair Oak. Tues: Community of the Immaculate Conception, Stubbington. Wed: Parish
of Our Lady Immaculate, Westbourne Thurs: Parish of Christ the King, Reading. Fri: Discaled Carmelites
and the work of Boars Hill Retreat Centre. Sat: Association of Blind Catholics.
A publication of Portsmouth Diocesan Trust, Registered Charity No. 246871

One parish, two churches
St. Bede’s Church, Popley Way, Basingstoke, RG24 9DX
Holy Ghost Church, Sherborne Rd. Basingstoke. RG21 5TX
Tel 01256 465214; Parish Secretary: Liz Murphy
www.stbedesbasingstoke.org.uk; Email: stbedes@portsmouthdiocese.org.uk
Parish Office: open Monday—Friday 9am—2pm

Parish Diary
Sun: Music ministry: 9 am Choir ; 11 am Popley;
6.30pm Piano
Tea and coffee and mince pies after 9am Mass
Repository open in the Hall after all Masses
Celebration of Baptisms,3 pm SB
Mon: Fr. DG : Day off
Tues: Fr DG: Dioc. Tribunal, Sandhurst, 11am –5pm
Toddler Group, 1.30—3.15 pm SB
Parish Finance Committee 7 pm, SB
Wed: Journey in Faith (RCIA) 7.30 pm SB
Sunday 9am Choir practice, 7.30 pm
Thur: Fr. TA: Baptism Appts. 10.30—12 noon
Fr DG: Clergy support group, Winchester, 1pm
Youth Social Evening 6- 10 pm SB
Fri: Fr DG: Yr Reception Nativity, St Bede’s Sch, 2pm
and at St James Church, Reading for Mass to
celebrate 175th anniversary of the opening of the
church, 7pm.
Nurture Group, 7.30 pm SB
Sat: First Holy Communion Session 3 10—12 noon SB
Fr DG: Pastoral area clergy lunch, SB, 12.30pm
and Mass & Confessions, St Joseph’s, 5pm.
The Lord’s Flock (Filpino Grp) 5—8.30 pm SB

Healing prayers
after the 9 am Mass next Sunday 16th December in the
large meeting room.

Giving Tree 2012
Thank you to those who took labels and brought back
your gifts. They will be sorted today (Sunday 9th) and
next week the Social Services will collect and distribute.
Thank you to Liz and Tony Spiteri who have worked tirelessly for many years in conjunction with Social Services
so that many local children receive a gift at Christmas.

Sr Mary Patrick RIP
Please pray for Sr Paddy who died
peacefully last Thursday afternoon at St
Michael’s Hospice. Her contribution to
parish life has been long and rich and
many have benefitted from the practice
of her faith. Let us thank God for her and pray for the
repose of her soul. Her funeral will be here at St Bede’s
Church on Wednesday 19th December at 11 am.

Parish Safeguarding Officers
Cathy Sullivan has been our parish safeguarding officer
for several years supported by Mary Huntley and
Maureen Munro-LaFon. They have now stood down
from this ministry of care. Many thanks to them all. Our
new parish safeguarding officer is Serena Lee supported by Joy and Paul Neary. Thank you to them for taking
on this important ministry of care. They are tasked with
ensuring our full compliance with diocesan and
national safeguarding regulations.

Basingstoke Food Bank
Have sent us a card (displayed on the church notice
board) to thank us for being so generous with
donations that their store room is now fully stocked.

Advent’s second week ….
Why is the crib and tree up at St Bede’s? Are we getting
ahead of ourselves? The answer is because this Monday
we will host the annual Christmas carol concert of
Marnel School. Having the tree and crib up helps them
(and us) to focus our attention on the coming of Christ,
his first coming in history and his second coming in
majesty with which today’s liturgy is concerned. The
scene at the crib also helps to remind us that according
to St Luke Christ when born was ‘laid in a manger’ - in
other words the animal’s feeding box symbolising how
Christ comes as food for our souls.

Mince Pies

Christmas Mass times

last Sunday after the 11 am Mass. Thank you for your
support, we raised £29.80. for the Kneeler Project.
Mince Pies after the 9 am Mass today.

24 Dec:

Collections
Thank you for last Sunday’s offertory collection which
totalled £2,076.43p. UK Tax payers note, gift aid
envelopes are available from the newspaper stand in
the church porch. If you would like to start gift-aiding
your weekly offering please contact the parish office.

25 Dec:
26 Dec:

SB
SB
SB
HG

6.30pm (Carols from 6pm)
Midnight (Carols from 11.30pm)
10 am only
12.15 pm

Church cleaning
There will be no cleaning this week, we plan to have a
‘Big clean for Christmas’ on Thursday 20th… We ask
please for your support, we need lots of people to help
us prepare for Christmas.

Confessions

Parish Mass Timetable

On Sunday at
St. Bede’s Church
from, 5.30—6.15 pm
or by appointment
with a priest.

Week beginning 9 December 2012
Sun:

Second Sunday of Advent (Year C)
9.00 am
SB
John Reid RIP (Reid)
11.00 am SB
Maureen Burnand RIP
6.30 pm
SB
People of the Parish

Resp Ps:
Mon:
Tues:
Wed:
Thurs:
Fri:
Sat:

What marvels the Lord worked for us!
Indeed we were glad

2nd Advent
No Mass today
2nd Advent/St Damasus I, Pope
9.30 am
SB
Felix (Nick) Grygier RIP
2nd Advent/Our Lady of Guadalupe
9.30 am
HG Mary & Harold Vickers RIP
2nd Advent/St Lucy, martyr
9.30 am
SB
Marie Payne RIP (Payne)
2nd Advent/St. John of the Cross, Doctor of the Church
9.30 am
HG Hugo O’Boyle RIP
2nd Advent
9.30 am
SB
Dermot Crowley RIP (Stroud)

Next Sunday’s intentions (16 December): 9am Maura Hanafee RIP: , 11am
People of the Parish: 6.30 pm John Broghan RIP.

Which Eucharistic Prayer?
That’s the priest’s choice but each Sunday you will be able to tell which he
intends to use from looking at the hymn board. If you see displayed EP1 it
means Eucharistic Prayer 1 will be used, EP2 means Eucharistic Prayer 2 etc.

Parish Mass Book
Now available at St Bede’s is ‘The Parish Mass Book.’ It contains the readings
and prayers for each Sunday mass. They are intended for everyone’s use so
please don’t take them home! Large print editions are also available.

Please pray for the sick and housebound
including: Denis Grehan, Dave Webb, Kathleen O’Connor, Charlotte King,
Jean Dry, Carmel Hyland, Larry Hyman, James Lickey, Olivia Chard, Esther
Clarkson, Cathy Short, Sean Walsh, Norleen Mejico-Cruz, Gary Smith,
Bridget Foy,
Bernabe Estrade, Christine Williams, Guiseppina Colella,
Michelle Morley, Simon Goodier, Betty Dyer, Ameila, Dante & Anna Scattone,
Jacqueline Hudson, Jemma West, Ian Williams, Juliet Mitchell, Anne &
Stephen Neale, Rosemarie Jordy, Maureen Donnelly, Shirley McKenzie, Irene
Manzano, Eileen Maloney, Joan Gomes, Alison Hawksworth, Ramona OteroAldao, Carmel Harding and Pat Olohan.

CAFOD World Gifts Catalogue for
Christmas.

Knights of St. Columba
Christmas Carol Service

Now available in the foyer. Plenty of
ideas for Christmas and a great way
to support the charitable work
CAFOD does around the world.

Mass at 7.30 pm followed by
Christmas Carols in Sacred Heart
Church, London Road this coming
Wednesday 12th December.

Morning Prayer
Join us at 9.15 am at
Holy Ghost Church before weekday mass. Also
downloadable for iPad,
iPhone or ebooks from
www.universalis.com

Rosary: recited after
9.30am weekday mass.

Sunday Homily: Fr Dominic’s is
usually available online at
www.stbedesbasingstoke.org.uk
Adoration is every
Wednesday at Holy
Ghost Church. It
begins after the
morning Mass and
continues
until
7pm. Please come and make use
of this opportunity to pray
before the Blessed Sacrament.

Ministry to
the Sick and housebound
Our Eucharistic ministers are
available to take Holy Communion to any parishioner unable to
get to Sunday Mass due to
sickness or being housebound.
To arrange this please contact
the parish office on 465214.

Other local churches
Sunday Mass times
Sacred Heart, Hook


Sat 6pm,
Sun 10am.

St Joseph, Basingstoke


Sat 6pm,
Sun 9am, 11am.

St Michael’s, Tadley
Please remember the Church is God’s
House where people come to pray.



Sat 6pm,
Sun: 9.30am

Insights from Vatican 2 on the Liturgy
Liturgy needs the people to be on board. It is not just about rubrics.
‘In order that the liturgy may be able to produce its full effects, it is necessary that
the faithful come to it with proper dispositions, that their minds should be attuned
to their voices, and that they should cooperate with divine grace lest they receive it in vain.
Pastors of souls must therefore realize that, when the liturgy is celebrated,
something more is required than the mere observation of the laws governing valid
and licit celebration; it is their duty also to ensure that the faithful take part fully
aware of what they are doing, actively engaged in the rite, and enriched by its
effects.’ (Sacrosanctum Concilium para 11)
Catholic Grandparents Association
The international support group The
Catholic Grandparents Association
(CGA), founded in 2009, exists to
help parents and grandparents pass
on the faith in an age of constantly
changing social and moral values,
and when many of our children and grandchildren are
not frequent churchgoers. It aims especially to
support and encourage grandparents in their special
role in passing on faith and to assist in the establishing
of branches of the CGA in parishes so that
grandparents can meet, pray, exchange advice and
information and support each other in this role.
Supported by Bishops and Archbishops in England,
Ireland, the United States, Canada and Malta, the
Catholic Grandparents Association has the special
mandate of Pope Benedict XVI who personally
composed the Universal Prayer for Grandparents at
the request of the Association. The main Patron of the
association in England is Bishop John Hine, Chair of
the Bishops’ Conference Committee for Marriage and
Family Life.
Other dioceses across England have already joined
forces with the CGA: the Dioceses of Brentwood,
Southwark and Arundel and Brighton organised a
Grandparents pilgrimage at Aylesford Priory on 14th
July of this year. The 10th National Pilgrimage for
Grandparents to Walsingham took place on July 22nd,
2012. Further information about the CGA, 2013
events and a number of resources can be found at
http://www.catholicgrandparentsassociation.org
For advice on how to set up a Grandparents group in
your parish, please contact Terry or Sheila Quinn, Tel:
01590
670015
or
email
info@CatholicGrandparentsAssociation.com

Christmas Cornucopia!
St Michael's Church, Tadley is
hosting a presentation of
Prose, Verse, Music and Frivolity
this
Sunday
9 December from 6 pm for 6.30 pm, ending by 8.15 pm,
with an interval for mince pies and mulled wine. Although
there will be no entrance fee, donations will be taken at the
door for Motor Neurone Disease Research.
All welcome!

Pastoral Area Youth Ministry
YOUTHSTORM NEWS
PPP Junior (Yr7-9) and PPP Senior (Yr10-11)
Our last session of the year is on the 2nd Dec from 56:30pm at St Joseph’s. Newly confirmed young people
are welcome! Please bring a £1 donation towards
refreshments and pizza.
Youth Christmas party (Yr9 up to college age)
This is a chance to get together with friends and have
a great time. The party will be held at St Joseph’s
Church on the 15th December from 7-10pm. There will
be karaoke, WII, music, food, games, a non-alcoholic cocktail bar,
surprises and more! You can either bring a dish to share or
contribute with a £3 donation. Dress code: Wear something red.
Please let us know you are coming by the 10th Dec.
Mission Trip 2014 -Info evening (18+)
If you are a young person who would like to have a faith
experience by reaching out to others whilst having the
opportunity to travel to another country, you will be interested
in our Mission trip during July 2014. This is a fantastic
opportunity to put your faith into practice. The information
evening is on the 10th Jan, 7:30-9pm at St Bede’s Church. Parents
are also welcome. YOU WILL NEED TO BE 18 YRS OLD BY
JULY 2014. Angie Carroll 07713567161

Advent Talks

The Gospel of St Luke and Acts of the
Apostles

Sacred Heart, London Road,
Hook, RG27 9LA
Thursday, 6th, 13th and 20th December
2-3pm and repeated 7.30—8.30 pm
Fr Peter Codd will give a series of three
talks during Advent on the Gospel of St Luke and the
Acts of the Apostles. In order for those who have
children or are not able to attend in the evening, there will
be both an afternoon and an evening session. The
afternoon session will take place in Maryfield Convent
(next door to Sacred Heart) and the evening session will
be in the parish hall.
Everyone most welcome.

